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The Coming Hague Conference. 

It is reported from Washington that the President 
has decided to appoint Hon. Joseph H. Choate, ex- 
Ambassador to Great Britain, as Chairman of the 
United States delegation to the coming Hague Con- 
ference. The names of the other members of the 
delegation have not yet been given out. The Presi- 
dent is reported to be giving much consideration to 
the selection, that those sent may be strong and cap- 
able men. Mr. Choate will make an able and practi- 
cal chairman. If Andrew D. White's age and health 
would permit him to go again, we should all expect 
him to be chosen as the fittest man in the nation to 
head the delegation. But since this cannot be, the 
choice could not have fallen upon a better representa- 
tive than Mr. Choate. He is one of the ablest lawyers 
in the country, has served us with distinguished 
ability at the Court of St. James, and is by nature 
and habit of thought thoroughly in sympathy with 
the great purposes of the peace movement. While 
in London he always used his influence towards a 
true and abiding friendship between that country and 
this, and would have done the same at the court of 
any other government to which he might have been 
sent. 

The date of the meeting of the Conference has, so 
far as we know, not yet been announced. We doubt 



if it has been fixed. The condition of affairs in Rus- 
sia has made it most difficult for the Czar, to whom 
the assembling of the Conference has fallen, to make 
any serious preparation for it. It may on this account 
be delayed several months, though the general expec- 
tation is that it will meet sometime during the coming 
summer or autumn. 

The interest felt in the Conference is extraordinar- 
ily widespread and strong, and great things are ex- 
pected of it when it does meet. Not all that the 
most advanced friends of peace would like to see 
done will be accomplished by it, but there is every 
reason to believe that it will make a most momentous 
contribution to the work of the permanent organiza- 
tion and establishment of peaceful relations among 
the nations. 

The subjects most talked of for the program of the 
Conference are, as our readers already know : (1) the 
protection of the rights of neutrals at sea in time of 
war ; (2) provision for the codification of international 
law ; (3) arrest and reduction of armaments ; (4) the 
extension of the principle of neutralization to other 
states and waterways, including the great trade 
routes on the ocean ; (5) the conclusion of a perma- 
nent general treaty of obligatory arbitration stipulat- 
ing reference of disputes to the Hague Court; and 
(6) the establishment of an international assembly to 
meet periodically to deliberate on questions of general 
interest to the nations. Certain other matters are 
also proposed for discussion, but the above are the 
capital themes about which the interest of the Con- 
ference will centre, and make its deliberations and 
conclusions memorable in the history of the wofld. 

The subject of greatest moment will be that of the 
creation of a regular International Congress, though 
arrest and reduction of armaments and a permanent 
general treaty of obligatory arbitration will be in the 
very front of the discussions. The Special Commit- 
tee of the Interparliamentary Union, to whose meet- 
ing in Paris we referred last month, decided, as we 
stated, not to recommend the creation of an interna- 
tional legislature, as at the present time premature. 
But they did decide to recommend that the Hague 
Conference itself should be constituted by the govern- 
ments into a permanent body which shall meet auto- 
matically and periodically. This is what we have 
for some time believed and suggested to be the most 
practicable course to take to reach the end desired, 
and now this great international body of statesmen 
has taken the thought up and will throw the weight 



